
To join in bring: Bowl of warm water, bowl of cold water, candle, way of lighting itToday we’ll: 
Learn who 
Shakespeare was and 
briefly describe the 
historical, political and 
scientific context in 
which he lived.


Begin to explore how 
texts can be analysed 
to reveal layers of 
meaning.


Explain the difference 
between verse and 
prose and learn how to 
recognise them.


Explain the meaning of 
Iambic Pentameter and 
give some examples of 
when it might be used.

Theatre of Science Shakespeare 1: Introduction to Shakespeare

Read this scene from Jurassic Park. What information do you get from it? 
About dinosaurs, about Ellie, Alan, how they feel about each other, anything!  

Underline / write notes around any bits  that tell you or give you clues.



1. Take a look at your wax shape. Have a go at 
predicting your fortune!

2. Did that exercise teach you anything about yourself?!

Are these 
speeches in 
prose (no set 

rhythm) 
or verse (set 
rhythm, looks 

like poetry, lines 
have capital 

letters). 





If you enjoy these lessons, please consider chipping in £5 a month towards my wages! I’ll send 
you nice things and all my gratitude. Search ‘Theatre of Science Ko-fi’ for details x



To join in bring: 
Very small glass / 

cup of milk, 
vinegar, red food 
colouring and / or 

red paint.

Today we’ll: 
Hear about how the 
theme of ambition runs 
through the play 
Macbeth. 
Compare and contrast 
the ambition of 
Macbeth, Banquo and 
Lady Macbeth.

Consider how these 
ambitions lead to the 
characters’ downfall.

Theatre of Science Shakespeare: Macbeth Part I

Background!

Read these statements: 
1. I have no toy, only this cake.

2. I have no toy but this cake.

3. I have no toy, but only this 
cake.

For each sentence, say if you 
think the cake is real or a toy!

Think of something that… 
You recently wanted and worked until you got it. 
My examples: I wanted some biscuits but there were none in the house so I made some. I wanted to 
teach you Shakespeare so I planned these lessons!


You’d really love but don’t want to work at.  
I’d love to be an astronaut but I don’t want to have to learn lots of different languages and pay for a 
Masters degree and spend lots of time writing an application.




Act 1
(Scene 1: Witches)
Scene 2: We hear about Macbeth’s epic battling. The 
king says he is going to make him Thane of Cawdor!

Scene 3: Macbeth and his friend Banquo come on stage. The 
witches tell them Macbeth will be Thane of Glamis, then Thane of 
Cawdor, then king! They tell Banquo that his children will be kings.

Tw
o very different reactions to w

hat the w
itches said!

Scene 4: The king says he’s going to have dinner and stay at Macbeth’s house that night.



Then Lady Macbeth finds 
out the king is coming to 
stay and things go from 
‘ambitious’ to ‘eeek’.

Scene 5: Lady 
Macbeth reads a 
letter from Macbeth 
telling her what the 
witches said. We 
straight away find out 
how ambitious she is!



Scene 6: The king arrives 

Scene 7: Macbeth thinks about 
killing the king in a big speech.

Spur



Act 2
Scene 1: Night falls.

Scene 2: Macbeth and Lady Macbeth 
meet up. He has killed the king.

Tw
o very different reactions to a knocking sound! W

hat does it tell 
you about how

 they’re feeling, and how
 they feel about the m

urder?



To join in bring: Clear 
plastic CD case, paper, 

pens, scissors, sellotape, 
Lego people or any small 

toy characters

Today we’ll: 
Hear about how the theme 
of the supernatural runs 
through the play Macbeth. 
Make decisions about how 
the weird sisters might be 
portrayed to surprise the 
audience and stay true to 
the text.

Discus the meaning of the 
dagger and Banquo’s ghost 
and how they might be 
represented, today and in 
the past. 

Theatre of Science Shakespeare: Macbeth Part II

MACBETH 
Is this a dagger which I see before me, 
The handle toward my hand? Come, let me clutch thee. 
I have thee not, and yet I see thee still. 
Art thou not, fatal vision, sensible 
To feeling as to sight? or art thou but 
A dagger of the mind, a false creation, 
Proceeding from the heat-oppressed brain?

Do you think it would be better to show the 
dagger on stage, or have it be invisible? Have it on stage    Invisible 

Why?

Do you think the dagger is 
‘real’, or in Macbeth’s head?

Real          In his head 

What are you picturing on stage? Actors or puppets? What are they wearing? Are they holding 
anything? What is the lighting like? Is there any scenery in the background? If so, what?

Try to imagine you’re at a theatre, and Macbeth has just started. 



Matilda the Musical

How many of these films have you seen?
Can you remember how they start; what happens in the first 20 seconds?! If there’s an adult around quiz them!

Harry Potter & the 
Philosopher’s Stone

Star Wars: A New Hope

Greatest Showman

Moana

Wonka

Frozen

Jurassic Park

Jurassic World

If you can remember any, do you notice anything?





To join in bring: A 
magnet, two pins / needles

Today we’ll: 
Develop an 
understanding of the plot 
and characters in A 
Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.

Discuss how the themes 
of magic and love run 
through the play, and 
how they intertwine.

Investigate the science 
referenced in the play, 
with a focus on materials 
and magnetism.

Discuss how an 
Elizabethan audience 
would have interpreted 
the magical characters.

Theatre of Science Shakespeare: Midsummer Night’s Dream Part I
Read the introduction to the 
children’s book Funnybones: 
“This is how the story begins.

On a dark dark hill 

there was a dark dark town.

In the dark dark town 

there was a dark dark street.

In the dark dark street 

there was a dark dark house.

In the dark dark house 

there was a dark dark staircase.

Down the dark dark staircase 

there was a dark dark cellar.

And in the dark dark cellar…

… some skeletons lived.”

The author could have written “In the dark dark cellar of a dark dark house, 
some skeletons lived”. Which beginning do you think is better? Why?

Think of a time you saw an animal and it was quite 
interesting. Not really exciting. Just interesting!



Read this bit. What is the main focus of it? Which bit is 
Oberon trying to get Puck to remember?

If you enjoy these lessons, please consider chipping in £5 a month towards my 
wages! It’s the only way I earn money. I’ll send you nice things; there is something 

big coming! Search ‘Theatre of Science Ko-fi’, or see my website for details x



DEMETRIUS 
…Hence, get thee gone, and follow me no more. 

HELENA 
You draw me, you hard-hearted adamant; 
But yet you draw not iron, for my heart 
Is true as steel: leave you your power to draw, 
And I shall have no power to follow you. 

DEMETRIUS 
Do I entice you? do I speak you fair? 
Or, rather, do I not in plainest truth 
Tell you, I do not, nor I cannot love you? 
… 

DEMETRIUS 
Tempt not too much the hatred of my spirit; 
For I am sick when I do look on thee. 

HELENA 
And I am sick when I look not on you. 
… 

HELENA 
Nor doth this wood lack worlds of company, 
For you in my respect are all the world: 
Then how can it be said I am alone, 
When all the world is here to look on me?

Clever

Witty
Agressive

Not herself
Foolish

Proud

Boastful

Insecure

Interesting

Boring

Why? (circle bits of the text that prove your point) 
  

Add two words of your own to each side.

Helena’s 
character 

overall

Helena at 
this moment 
in the play

Draw lines to the words that describe…
How do feel 

about 
Demetrius? 

Sorry for him 

He’s a bully 

Something 
else?  

__________ 
__________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 

In his situation 
I would…



TITANIA 
Or say, sweet love, what thou desirest to eat. 

BOTTOM 
Truly, a peck of provender: I could munch your good 
dry oats. Methinks I have a great desire to a bottle 
of hay: good hay, sweet hay, hath no fellow. 

TITANIA 
I have a venturous fairy that shall seek 
The squirrel's hoard, and fetch thee new nuts. 

BOTTOM 
I had rather have a handful or two of dried peas. 

DEMETRIUS 
Tempt not too much the hatred of my spirit; 
For I am sick when I do look on thee. 

HELENA 
And I am sick when I look not on you.

Can you see any similarities between Titania 
and Bottom’s relationship, and Demetrius and 
Helena’s relationship? And any differences?!

You might want to think about who has the power (are they equals?), 
what they call each other, the structure of the lines, are they in control?  

Similarities                                                                    Differences



To join in bring: A 
cake tin or small 

sturdy bowl, flour, 
cocoa powder (or 
crushed cereal / 
couscous; cheap 

powdery stuff from the 
cupboards!), sieve, 

small rocks/pebbles.

Today we’ll: 
Explore the themes of 
chaos and control in A 
Midsummer Night’s 
Dream. What factors are 
controlling the behaviour 
of the main characters? 
How does each 
character attempt to 
control their situation? 

How do chaos and order 
manifest in the natural 
world and the court?

Theatre of Science Shakespeare: Midsummer Night’s Dream Part II

The

the crimson rose fresh

the

in

Fall

lap

of

seasons

alter;

hoary-headedfrosts
Rearrange these words to make two Shakespeare-y lines!

(Crimson = red. ‘Lap’ means knee; ‘sit on my lap’ = ‘sit on my knee’).

Shakespeare didn’t have today’s 
special effects. What's the cheapest, 

easiest way you can think of to make a 
character be ‘invisible’ on stage?



Theseus: Now, fair Hippolyta, our nuptial hour 
Draws on apace. Four happy days bring in 
Another moon. But, oh, methinks how slow 
This old moon wanes. She lingers my desires,
Go, Philostrate, 
Stir up the Athenian youth to merriments;
Hippolyta, I woo'd thee with my sword, 
And won thy love, doing thee injuries;

Egeus: Full of vexation come I, with complaint 
Against my child, my daughter Hermia. 
Stand forth, Demetrius. My noble lord, 
This man hath my consent to marry her. 
Stand forth, Lysander: and my gracious duke, 
This man hath bewitch'd the bosom of my child; 
Thou, thou, Lysander, thou hast given her rhymes, 
And interchanged love-tokens with my child: 
Thou hast by moonlight at her window sung, 
… 
With cunning hast thou filch'd my daughter's 
heart, 
Turn'd her obedience, which is due to me, 
To stubborn harshness: and, my gracious duke, 
Be it so she; will not here before your grace 
Consent to marry with Demetrius, 
I beg the ancient privilege of Athens, 
As she is mine, I may dispose of her: 
Which shall be either to this gentleman 
Or to her death, according to our law 
Immediately provided in that case.

HERMIA 
I do entreat your grace to pardon me. 
I know not by what power I am made bold, 
Nor how it may concern my modesty, 
In such a presence here to plead my thoughts; 
But I beseech your grace that I may know 
The worst that may befall me in this case, 
If I refuse to wed Demetrius. 

Lysander: 
Demetrius, I'll avouch it to his head, 
Made love to Nedar's daughter, Helena, 
And won her soul; and she, sweet lady, dotes, 
Devoutly dotes, dotes in idolatry, 
Upon this spotted and inconstant man. 

HERMIA 
The more I hate, the more he follows me. 
HELENA 
The more I love, the more he hateth me. 
HERMIA 
His folly, Helena, is no fault of mine. 
HELENA 
None, but your beauty: would that fault were mine!

QUINCE 
Answer as I call you. Nick Bottom, the weaver. 
BOTTOM 
Ready. Name what part I am for, and proceed. 
QUINCE 
You, Nick Bottom, are set down for Pyramus. 
BOTTOM 
What is Pyramus? a lover, or a tyrant? 
QUINCE 
A lover, that kills himself most gallant for love. 
BOTTOM 
That will ask some tears in the true performing of 
it: if I do it, let the audience look to their 
eyes; I will move storms 

Helena: 
Through Athens I am 
thought as fair as she.

Lines to look 
out for!



Egeus (‘Angry Dad!’)

Theseus

Hermia

Lysander

Demetrius

Hippolyta

Philostrate (He’s 
organising the wedding)

is being controlled by…

Egeus (‘Angry Dad!’)

Theseus

Hermia

Lysander

Demetrius

Hippolyta

The law          

An unknown power!
Helena

Time

Draw lines between each 
character; you can draw 

more than one each!

How much control do you 
think Bottom has on a scale 

of 0 - 10, where 0 is none 
and 10 is total control?

Can you 
add any 

other words 
to this list?



How does each character try to control their situation?

Punishing people if they don’t obey

Running away

Controlling other people

Getting advice

Talking a lot!

Wait and see if things work out

Egeus (‘Angry Dad!’)

Theseus

Hermia

Lysander

Demetrius

Helena



Theseus

Hermia

Egeus Lysander

Helena

Bottom

“I should get 
what I want 
because..!


